Knowsley Central School SEN Information Report

1.
What kinds of Special Educational Needs are catered for at Knowsley Central School? 

Knowsley Central School caters for children from 3-14 years.  The children receive a personalised and appropriately paced curriculum.   We meet the needs of a variety children with a range of learning needs including:
· Autism 
· Social Emotional and Mental Health Difficulties
· Severe Developmental Delay
· Language/ Communication Difficulties
· ADHD / ADD

· Complex learning needs

· Medical needs

Our outreach service work in local mainstream schools to support children with
· Specific Learning Difficulties including dyslexia
· Autism

· A range of learning and behavioural needs including those of pupils with a Statement or Education, Health and Care Plan.
2.  What are the school’s policies for the identification and assessment of pupils/ students attending the school?
All pupils/students will have a statement of special educational needs or, from September 2014, an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP).

On entering the school, pre-admission profiles are completed showing current levels of attainment and learning needs.  Children complete baseline assessments on entry.  This allows progress to be measured as they progress through the school.  Progress is measured using:
· B Squared
· New National Curriculum milestones

· Assessment for Learning(AfL) and Assessing Pupil Progress (APP)
· Raising Achievement Plan to check that progress is on track
· In class assessment
· Sandwell
maths test

· Salford Reading Test


· Single Word Spelling Test




· High frequency words – reading and spelling

· Test of Phonic Skills
· Accelerated Reader Program



Sometimes, further assessments are requested.  These may include: 

· Speech and Language Assessment

· Diagnostic testing e.g. Aston Index, British Picture Vocabulary School, Phonological Assessment Battery, Non Verbal Reasoning
· Observation or cognitive assessment by an Educational Psychologist.
3. What is the provision for pupils / students at Knowsley Central and how is it evaluated? 
· We offer a differentiated curriculum; small classes; small group work and a high staff to pupil ratio. 

· We have a Play therapist who offers play based therapy which is evaluated by Goodmans Strengths and Difficulties Questionnaire.

· Our Well-being curriculum includes relaxation, Lego therapy and Peer Manage.  We evaluate our pupil/ student well-being using the Pupil Attitude to Self and School (PASS)
· Specialist music teacher developing singing and playing instruments including ukulele, violin and recorder.
· Outside Specialist sports coaches offer multi-sports, yoga and dance.  

· Our specialist coaches provide progress reports and we use our B Squared tracking system to measure the progress of children in these subjects.
4. All staff have responsibility to meet the needs of all the pupils/students at Knowsley Central.

Details of our staff can be found on our website.  Each class at Knowsley Central has a teacher and a teaching assistant and an appropriate number of additional teaching assistants to meet the needs of the class group.

5. What training do staff have to help them meet the needs of pupils/students at Knowsley Central?
· Clear induction for new staff members
· Individuals identify own Continuing Professional Development needs through the performance management and appraisal process.

· Our School Improvement Plan drives whole school training.
· Working with specialists – internal and external.

· Regular staff meetings and focussed twilight training
· Co-teaching model to share expertise and specialisms
· Peer observations / individual expertise

· Outreach support / collegial support 
· Diagnostic assessment training and development

6. How will equipment and facilities be provided to support pupils? 
· Our building is disabled friendly, including:
· Ramps

· Stair lift

· Disabled access toilet
· Induction loop for auditory impairment 

The children benefit from a wide range of equipment and facilities including:
· Access to minibus or 7 seater car

· Sensory room

· Speech therapist – resident in school
· Occupational therapist
· Specialist staff (we have staff especially trained and with additional qualifications to meet the wide range of needs of our children)
· Access to community facilities, e.g. swimming, museums, theatre, residential visits.
· Specialist paediatric first aiders

· Visual support is standard in every class

· Laptops and iPads in every class

· Communication aids available 

· Team Teach trained staff to support behaviour
· Structured learning approach / PECS and Makaton communication systems
· Specialist Early Years provision

· Outdoor specialist PE equipment

· Quiet / calming area
· Sensory garden and range of outdoor play activities
7. What are the arrangements for consulting parents and involving them in their child’s education?
At Knowsley Central we offer a range of opportunities for parents to become involved in their child’s learning.  These include:
· Annual review of Statement/ EHCP
· Parents evening (Spring)

· Coffee mornings

· Parent workshops

· Copies of IEPs / targets regularly sent home
· Parent newsletter

· SHARE parents group
· Link books

· Telephone calls

· Website
· Assemblies

· Parent App

· Home to school link book

· Family learning opportunities
8. What are the arrangements for consulting children and young people at Knowsley Central about their school and education?

· School Council

· Student Leaders

· Pupil Attitude to Self and School questionnaire

· Annual review/ pupil voice questionnaire

· Learning Quests

· Learning Walks

· Head boy/ Head girl
9. How does the Governing Body involve others including Health / Social Services / LA and voluntary organisations in meeting the needs of pupils / students at school and supporting families? 
We have a very active Governing body who ensure our pupils/ students and their families receive the range of services they require, including:
· Parenting sessions

· Sports coaches

· Sporting events

· Family learning sessions

· Links with Social Care
· Home visits

· How can I help my child to learn? Sessions

· SpLD sessions

· Safeguarding talks

· Partnerships with other schools

· Health reviews/ Continence/ School nurse
· Drama specialists
10. What are the arrangements made by the governing body for dealing with complaints from parents/carers of pupils and students?
The process for all complaints is made available through the complaints policy available on the website.
11. What are the schools arrangements for supporting pupils/students in transferring between phases of education or for transition to or from our school? 
· Staff visit children in current provision

· Speak to parents / staff involved

· Handover paperwork / assessments
· Complete pre-admission paperwork 
· Children come for ‘transition’ visits with a member of staff from current / previous setting

· Children given a ‘photo book’ to familiarise them with new setting / staff

· Parents invited to school for a meeting to fill in admission paperwork, including medical paperwork, positive handling consent, school handbook and procedures

· TAF meetings
· Early Years foundation Stage (EYFS) – a ‘transition’ meeting with EYFS area SENCo after 4-6 weeks of children being in school (parents and previous setting invited). 
· Programme of individual school visits support by Central staff for pupils returning to mainstream settings.

· Transition programme in the Spring Term for pupils transitioning to secondary education.

12. Where is the information on the Knowsley Local Offer published?
The Knowsley Local Offer can be found at knowsleyinfo.org.uk

